Suicidal ideation and child abusers. Three case studies.
1. Although the topic of the treatment of child abusers does not evoke much sympathy in the public or the mental health profession, the solution to this problem does not lie in hoping that all abusers should commit suicide--or that suicide is a deserved outcome for the abuser. 2. Our first priority is and should remain the child's safety; however, in too many cases the abuser-perpetrator is inextricably linked to the child, and whatever happens to the abuser may have consequences for the child. 3. It is hoped that the skewed punitive view of the abuser will change as we better understand the dynamics among violence, depression, and child abuse in our society. We could then offer the victim and perpetrator better treatment and improve our preventive strategies.